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What is the point of research?

To advance knowledge in something:

O E D A search or investigation directed to the discovery
of some fact by careful consideration or study of a subject;
a course of critical Oor sci

There can be two different biases in research

To compile existing knowledge into a single place for
absorption

To extend the body of knowledge by the creation of
something new, generally build on existing foundations:

nNStandi ng on the shoul

| Bernard of Chartres and Google Scholar



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_on_the_shoulders_of_giants
http://scholar.google.com/
http://scholar.google.com/

Research in the Origins course

We expect you to produce essays which are based
on topics from the lectures.

Whilst the lectures will provide valuable information, we
do not want you to simple regurgitate the information.

Rather, we expect you to research further into the topic.

In particular, we would like you to venture your own
opinions on the various topics, supported by
iInformation you have gathered via your own
research into the subject.



Researching In steps

1) ldentify a topic that interests you;

2) Whittle it down to a few keywords,;

3) Find some material related to one keyword,;

4) Read the material,

5) Digest the material,

6) Follow up on any leads from the material; GOTO 4
/) Repeat for the other keywords;

8) Make sure you stop!



How to find material on a given
(o] o][@:

U Once you have identified a topic to be researched,
there are a number of mechanisms at your
disposal. Some of the most popular are:

Books;

Papers;

The internet;

Seminars / lectures / tutorials;

Talking to people.



Finding material

U Research is highly divergent, so plan carefully the
iInformation you wish to find.

U Think: what do | need, and where am | most likely
to find I1t?

~or pre-1945 information, try books first;

—or 1945-1990, try journals first;

~or information in the couple of decades or so, try an
online search first.




Books



